
 

 

 
 
Democratic Services Section    
Chief Executive’s Department 
Belfast City Council 
City Hall 
Belfast  
BT1 5GS 
 
 
17 January 2014 
 
 
MEETING OF TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
Dear Alderman/Councillor, 

 

The above-named Committee will meet in the Lavery Room (Room G05), City Hall on 

Thursday, 23rd January, 2014 at 4.30 pm, for the transaction of the business noted 

below. 

 

You are requested to attend. 

 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
PETER McNANEY 
 
Chief Executive 
 
 
 
AGENDA: 
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 (c) Northern Ireland Environment Agency: Historic Buildings List  (Pages 19 - 22) 
 

6. New Applications  (Pages 23 - 64) 
 
7. Deferred Items Still Under Consideration  (Pages 65 - 72) 
 
8. Streamlined Planning Applications - Decisions Issued  (Pages 73 - 88) 
 
9. Reconsidered Items  (Pages 89 - 92) 
 
10. Schedule of Applications  (Pages 93 - 118) 
 
 
 



          

 

 
Belfast City Council 

 
 

Report to: Town Planning Committee 
 
Subject: Financial Estimates and District Rate 2014/15 
 
Date:  23 January 2014 
 
Reporting Officer: Mrs Petra Scarborough, Democratic Services, ext 6003 
 
Contact Officer:  
 

1 Relevant Background Information 

  
The Departmental Estimates were considered by the Strategic Policy and 
Resources Committee at its meeting on 10 January 2014.  

 

2 Key Issues 

  
Provision for expenditure by this Committee during the coming year is £3,750, 
this is a decrease of £6,250 from last year. 
 
Accordingly, a sum of £3,750 was established as the cash limit for the 
Committee by the Strategic Policy and Resources Committee at its meeting on 
10 January 2014. 
  

3 Resource Implications 

  
Outlined above. 
 

4 Equality and Good Relations Implications 

  
There are no relevant equality and good relations implications. 
 

5 Recommendations 

 Members are requested to agree the cash limit for the Town Planning Committee 
for 2014/15 in the sum of £3,750. 
 

6 Key to Abbreviations 

None 
 

7 Documents Attached 

None 
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Town Planning Committee 
 

Thursday 23 January 2014 
 
 

Routine Correspondence 
 

 
 
 
The Committee’s comments, if any, are sought in respect of the undernoted 
matters – copies of which will be available at the meeting for perusal:  
 
Roads Service 
 

• Notification of a proposed one way traffic system in Newington Avenue 
and Newington Street; 

• Notification of the proposed reduction in speed limit on a section of the 
Crumlin Road, Ballyutoag and White Brae; 

• Notification of the proposed reduction in speed limit on a section of 
Dunmurry Lane; 

• Provision of an accessible blue badge parking bay at 86 Mountcollyer 
Avenue; 

• Provision of an accessible blue badge parking bay at 17 Clarendon 
Avenue; 

• Removal of an accessible blue badge parking bay at 6 Clarendon Avenue; 

• Provision of an accessible blue badge parking bay at 46 Ulsterville 
Gardens; 

• Draft order, location map and Statutory Notice of Intention in relation to the 
abandonment of public rights of way in relation to The Andersonstown 
Road (Abandonment) Order (NI) 2014; 
 

Northern Ireland Housing Executive 
 

• Notification of the operative date for a Vesting Order at Upper New Lodge;  

• Notification of the making of a Vesting Order at Cupar Street Lower. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Committee will be advised of any additional information received at the 

meeting. 
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Belfast City Council 

 
 

Report to:  Town Planning Committee  
 
Subject: Consideration of a Planning application having regard to 

Belfast City Council’s Amusement Permit Policy  
 
Date:  23 January 2014  
 
Reporting Officer: Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control, Ext: 2450 
 
Contact Officer: Stephen Hewitt, Building Control Manager, Ext: 2435  
 

 

1 Relevant Background Information 

 
1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Members will recall that, at your meeting of 16 May 2013, the Head of Building 
Control outlined that an Amusement Permit Policy had been ratified by Council 
on 1 May 2013. The overall aim of the Policy is to provide guidance for 
Members, Officers, applicants and the general public to ensure greater clarity, 
transparency and consistency in the decision-making process when considering 
applications for amusement permits.   
  
Members are reminded that the policy contains five criteria for assessing the 
suitability of a location for a proposed amusement arcade, viz., 
  

• Impact on retail vitality and viability of Belfast 

• Cumulative build-up of amusement arcades in a particular location 

• Impact on the image and profile of Belfast 

• Proximity to residential use 

• Proximity to schools, youth centres and residential institutions  
  
Whilst the policy is intended primarily to provide a guide for assessing 
applications for amusement permits by the Licensing Committee because of its 
inter-relationship with planning policy Members agreed to establish the following 
process: 
  

• the Building Control Service will report to the Town Planning Committee 
when a planning application for an amusement arcade is to be 
considered; and 

• the Town Planning Committee will include in its response to the Planning 
Service on any planning application for an amusement arcade reference 
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1.4 
 
 
 

to the Amusement Permit Policy and whether or not the application 
complies with the Policy. 

 
Members are also advised that the Policy, as agreed through formal consultation 
with DOE (NI) Planning, is now a material consideration for Planning Service in 
determining planning applications for amusement arcades in Belfast. 
  

 

2 Key Issues 

 
2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.2 
 
 

 
2.3 
 
 
 
 
2.4 
 
 
 
2.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2.6 
 
 
 
 
2.7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
An application for planning permission has been received: 
 

Planning reference 
Z/2013/1222/F 
Location     
25-41 Botanic Avenue, Belfast, BT7 1JG  
Proposal  
Proposed change of use from bingo club to amusement arcade. 

 
The Building Control Service has assessed the application for the suitability of 
the location of the proposed amusement arcade based on the criteria outlined in 
the Amusement Permit Policy.  
 
Comments regarding the application have been returned to Planning via the 
Health and Environmental Services Planning consultation response process and 
also through a newly established consultation procedure between Planning and 
the Building Control Service. 
 
Assessing the application against each of the suitability criteria in turn the 
following comments have been made to Planning: 
 
(a) Retail vibrancy and regeneration of Belfast: 
The application premises are located outside the Retail Core of Belfast City 
Centre but within the limit of the City Centre, as defined in the draft Belfast 
Metropolitan Area Plan 2015 (dBMAP).  It is bordered on one side by the railway 
line and it is located above ground floor level.  It therefore does not break up a 
continuous shopping frontage.   
 
Application complies with this criterion. 
 
(b) Cumulative build-up of amusement arcades in a particular location: 
There are no other amusement arcades on this commercial frontage.  
 
Application complies with this criterion. 

 
(c) Impact on the image and profile of Belfast: 
While the Arts Theatre once performed an important role in hosting plays and 
various acts in Northern Ireland it has remained vacant for some years now. The 
building is not listed and it has lawful development consent for use as a bingo 
hall and the incorporation of a slot machine area.  Taking these considerations 
on board the application premises are not considered a tourism asset.  The site 
is also not considered a Gateway location into Belfast.  

Application complies with this criterion. 
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2.8 
 
 
 
 
2.9 
 
 
 
 

 
2.10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.11 
 
 
 
 
2.12 
 

(d) Proximity to residential use: 
(i) - predominantly residential in character 
The application premises are located above ground floor level, along the 
commercial frontage of Botanic Avenue, where there are a mix of uses including 
restaurants, offices and retail units. There are residential buildings in the area on 
streets leading off Botanic Avenue.  
 
The application premises are located in the City Centre but outside the Retail 
Core, and can therefore be viewed as a ‘mixed use’ area and not one that is 
predominantly residential in character.  
 
(ii) – non-residential property that is immediately adjacent to residential 
property 
The nearest residential properties to the application premises are flats at 34 
Botanic Avenue, which are approximately 19m from the application site on the 
opposite side of the road. These residential properties are facing the application 
premises, but not immediately adjacent to it. 
 
Application complies with this criterion.   
 
(e) Proximity to schools, youth centres, and residential institutions for 
vulnerable people: 
There are no schools, youth centres, or residential institutions for vulnerable 
people within 200m of the application premises. 
 
Application complies with this criterion.   
 

In conclusion, the Building Control Service considers that the application 
premises complies with all assessment criteria for the suitability of the location 
as laid down in the Council’s Amusement Permit Policy. 
 

 

3 Resource Implications 

 
 
3.1 
 
3.2 
 
 
3.3 

 
Financial 
None. 
 
Human Resources 
None. 
 
Asset and Other Implications 
None. 
 

 

4 Equality and Good Relations Implications 

 
4.1 

 
The relevant equality and good relations implications of the Amusement Permit 
Policy have been taken into consideration and a completed screening form has 
been forwarded to the Equality and Diversity Officer. 
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5 Recommendations 

 
5.1 

 
The Committee is asked; 
 

• To note that the location of the proposed amusement arcade complies with 
the five assessment criteria set out in the Amusement Permit Policy in 
arriving at your decision with regards to this planning application, and 

 

• In communicating your decision to the Planning Service regarding this 
application to advise that the location of the proposed amusement arcade 
complies with the assessment criteria stipulated in the Council’s Amusement 
Permit Policy.    

 

 

6 Decision Tracking 

 
The person responsible for any actions arising from your meeting is Mrs. Petra 
Scarborough, Democratic Services Officer, Chief Executive’s Department. Ext. 6003. 
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Belfast City Council 

 
 

Report to: Town Planning Committee 
 
Subject: Northern Ireland Housing Council – 30 January 2014 
 
Date:  23 January 2014 
 
Reporting Officer: Mrs Petra Scarborough, ext 6003 
 
Contact Officer:  
 

 
 

1 Relevant Background Information 

  
Notification has been received regarding an AgendaNI Event entitled “Northern 
Ireland Housing Council: Determining the new housing landscape”, which will 
take place in the Crumlin Road Gaol on Thursday 30 January 2014 from 9.00 am 
until 1.15 pm (conference close, followed by lunch). 
 

 

2 Key Issues 

  
The housing sector in Northern Ireland is facing a period of unprecedented 
change.  With the planned break-up of the Housing Executive, the structure of 
the sector will change fundamentally.  There is also a limited stock transfer 
programme underway.  In an era of increased demand, there are ambitious new 
build targets to 2015.  This is against a backdrop of continuing difficult economic 
times and the prospect of welfare reform, which will add pressure on already 
hard-pressed tenants.   
 
This event will bring together key stakeholders in the housing sector to discuss 
and debate the wide range of issues which are shaping the future landscape.   
 
The speakers at the event will include Andrew Hamilton, Deputy Secretary of the 
Department for Social Development, Martin Armstrong, Chief Executive of the 
Glasgow Housing Association, Stewart Smyth from the School of Management at 
Queen’s University Belfast, Anita Conway, Director of Development at the Fold 
Group, Paddy Gray, Professor of Housing at the University of Ulster, Mark 
Henderson, Chief Executive of the Home Group, Nicola McCrudden, Policy and 
Communications Manager of the Housing Rights Service and Mickey Brady, 
MLA, Deputy Chair of the Department for Social Development Committee.  
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3 Resource Implications 

  
The cost of attending the event is £175 per delegate. 
 

 

4 Equality and Good Relations Implications 

  
There are no relevant equality and good relations implications. 
 

 

5 Recommendations 

  
It is recommended that the Chairman and the Deputy Chairman, or their 
nominees, be authorised to attend the event. 
 

 

6 Decision Tracking 

 
Mrs Petra Scarborough to implement the Committee’s decision. 
 

 

7 Key to Abbreviations 

 
None 
 

 

8 Documents Attached 

 
Event brochure and programme. 
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Northern Ireland Housing Conference | Home

http://www.agendani.com/events/nihousing2013/[16/01/14 11:23:46]

MENU

The housing sector in Northern Ireland is facing a period of unprecedented change. With the planned

break-up of the Housing Executive, the structure of the sector will change fundamentally. There is

also a limited stock transfer programme underway. In an era of increased demand, there are

ambitious new-build targets to 2015. This is against a backdrop of continuing difficult economic times

and the prospect of welfare reform, which will add pressure on already hard-pressed tenants.

This conference will bring together all the key stakeholders in the housing sector to discuss and

debate the wide range of issues that are shaping the future landscape. The opening session will

focus on the policy and strategic issues, with an opening address from Andrew Hamilton from the

Department for Social Development. Stewart Smyth will look at the evolving issues around future

funding in the sector, while Anita Conway from Fold Housing will examine the challenges around new

build in social housing. There will also be a speaker from the Glasgow Housing Association who will

detail their experience in restructuring and funding.

The second session will focus on some of the specific housing issues. Professor Paddy Gray will

present the findings of the review of the common selection scheme. Our second visiting speaker,

Mark Henderson from Home Group, will explore the challenges they have faced in improving access

to affordable housing. Mickey Brady, MLA will give delegates an update on the Social Development

Committee’s view of the implementation of welfare reform.

The conference will finish will a discussion panel that will cover the strategic issues. This will give

delegates the opportunity to participate in the discussion and hear the views from a range of

stakeholders.
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Register online

Sponsorship opportunities

There are a number of opportunities for interested organisations to become involved with this

conference. Sponsorship of this event is an excellent way for organisations to raise their profile with a

key audience of senior decision-makers from across the housing sector in Northern Ireland and

beyond. For further information on how your organisation can benefit, contact Lynda Millar on 028

9261 9933.

Who should attend?

Professionals in housing policy and delivery;

Government departments and agencies;

Those providing benefits advice;

Housing associations;

Policy / public affairs advisors;

The construction industry;

Project funders;

Legal advisors;

Housing and planning consultants;

The community / voluntary sector / NGOs;

Local elected representatives.

Benefits of attending

Discuss the proposed changes to the structure of the sector

Hear about experience elsewhere
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Learn how the challenges in financing housing can be overcome

Look at the impact of welfare reform on housing

Discuss how to make the consultation process more effective

© Copyright agendaNi

Home Programme Speaker Panel How to register Contact Brochure

Page 15



Page 16

This page is intentionally left blank



 
Programme 
 
0830 Registration and morning coffee 
 
0900 Chairman: Jamie Delargy, Business Editor, UTV 
 

The future of housing in Northern Ireland 
Andrew Hamilton 
Deputy Secretary 
Department for Social Development 

 

Meeting housing needs: The Scottish experience 
Martin Armstrong 
Chief Executive 
Glasgow Housing Association 

 
The challenges of housing finance 
Stewart Smyth 
School of Management, Queen s University Belfast 

 
The challenges around new build in social housing 
Anita Conway 
Director of Development, Fold Group 

 
Questions & answers / Panel discussion 

 
1045 Morning coffee / networking break 
 
1115 The Housing Selection Scheme Review 

Paddy Gray 
Professor of Housing, University of Ulster 

 
Improving access to affordable housing 
Mark Henderson 
Chief Executive, Home Group 

 
Effective consultation in the housing sector 
Nicola McCrudden 
Policy and Communications Manager, Housing Rights Service 

 
Impact of welfare reform on housing 
Mickey Brady, MLA 
Deputy Chair 
Department for Social Development Committee 
 
Questions & answers / Panel discussion 
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Schedule of 

Applications 

 
Criteria for Office Meetings 

 
As agreed at the Town Planning Committee of 7 November 2013: 
 
 
To provide a reason or reasons, based on the criteria set out below, 
when requesting a deferral of a planning application to enable an office 
meeting to be held: 
 
1. applications which clarify the interpretation of a newly published or 

previously untested planning policy or where there is a lack of 
specific policy; 
 

2. applications which involve a departure from the Regional 
Development Strategy or a development plan or a draft development 
plan; 
 

3. applications which have significant environmental impact, requiring 
the submission of an Environmental Impact Statement; 
 

4. applications which have generated strong local/neighbourhood 
objections based on valid planning concerns; 
 

5. where the council considers that all material planning considerations 
have not been assessed or where the opinion has been made 
contrary to, or departs from, prevailing planning policy. 
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